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broken away, forming various dissident
groups and accusing him of dishonesty and
corruption. His most serious opponent^ how-
ever, was Doriotj with his Parti Populaire
Francjais (P,P.F.), a good popular orator
and a shrewd fellow who, in his Communist
days, had looked deep into the secrets of
Moscow's tactics and had learned a lot about
organisation and propaganda. Most in-
fluential of all was the anti-Republican
Action Frangaise^ led by Leon Daudet and
Charles Maurras and disposing of a widely-
read daily; its Royalist label nowadays
merely covers a most reactionary policy and
organisation, in some ways more Fascist
than the Fascists themselves.
We have already seen the agencies through
which the system worked. One was the
influence of reactionary political salons,
snobbish society hostesses and their crowds.
Another instrument of growing importance
was the anti-Semitic propaganda. Filthy
sheets after the pattern of the Nazi Stuermer
appeared in the streets of Paris, and anti-
Jewish slogans were scribbled in filthy
places. The most important means of in-
fluencing public opinion, however, was a
vile and venal Press.
In most countries the majority of the Press